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1. Introduction of KWAU 555
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Korea Women’s Associations United (KWAU)
FhIEE I G

H

Founded in 1987

BIlEE T 19874F

An umbrella organization of 7 chapters and 30 member organizations that
strive to achieve gender equality, democracy, and peaceful reunification in
the Korean peninsular by facilitating solidarity and collective actions among

women’s groups
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Supporters
Association

KWAUKZ
General Assembly
LAkt 5y 22
7 Chapters
s 4 B
Kyunggi WAU Direction
Kyungnam WAU Committee
Gwangju Jeonnam WAU
Daegu Kyungbuk WAU INHQ&
Dagjeon WAU Co-Representatives
Busan WAU
Jeonbuk WAU MY
30N R AN

= Kyungnam Women's Association

= Korean Association of Christian Women for Women 'Minjung'
= Daegu Women's Association

= Daejeon Women's Association

Busan Counseling Center Against SexualViolence

Busan Women Education Center

Korean Catholic Women's Community for a New World

Seumter

National Solidarity against Sexual Exploitation of Women
Suwon Women's Association

Korea Women's center for Social Research

Korea Women's Political Solidarity
Ulsan Women's Association

= Jeju Women's Association
JejuAssociation for Women's Rights

Women Making Peace

Pohang Women's Association
Korea Sexual Violence Relief Center
Korea Women Workers Association

Korean Womenlink
Korea Women's studies Institute

Korea Women's Hot Line

Korea Differently Abled Women United

Korean Association of Women Theologians

Women Migrants Humanrights Center

= House Wives Meeting Together

= National Association of Parent's for 'Charm’' Education
= Cheonan Women's Association

= Korean Hanbumo Association

= National Gender Sensitive Budget Network

Board Meeting

A4t

BAR

Committee of

Organization & Education ~ HAU5 ¥
Policy Planning BN
Gender Equality & Local politics 1EF-3F
S e SLUVT Y 6]
¥ehs5mm  Labour & Welfare
e A Women’s Human Rights
#— 5 RF- Reunification and Peace

FINZEZ  Special committee
WA
Attached organization
[FERAISHL  International Solidarity Center

YES V- S W58 Institute for Gender Equality
FHEHREALHPL Women'’s Center for Equailty & Peace



1. Introduction of KWAU ¥ [EH T BE& =/ T4

Objectives H 7

* Elimination of gender-based discrimination and violence
THBRTE I BARAN 3 2 7

* Together work, together care
—EE TAEREIGE

* Strengthening social safety nets for marginalized women’s economic and social rights
N2z e M2%, ORI ARG R L 2 IR AT AU

* Increase in women’s representation in politics & decision-making

BEIIA L AR BOR AT R ST T AR
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1. Introduction of KWAU &5

Objectives H

* Peace and Reunification in the Korean peninsula

APt R Iy

* Capacity building and improving leadership skills of feminist activists
NEROEBE RMRE e, S dtSHhe

* Building international solidarity for achieving gender equality

(e kAR A A A S B 125

* Enhancing gender awareness and amplifying women’s voices in society (the national women’s festival in cerebration of

the Int’| Women’s day on March 8)
SRR, e B E R (A= \EPRE 2 B ashid 2o B




2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement 55 [H {0 iz 3 1] 52
Global *  Ratification of CEDAW (1984) * BPfA & Gender Mainstreaming (1995)
SEBR 198A4EHEE (IS AZ)) 19954 (ALFRATEIENRY AHERIERAL.

2 Progressive Governments (1998-2007) 1998-2007

PR JE AP BURN
Nat’l
£ E * Rapid development of policy frameworks on gender equality (1990s™ early 2000s)

BURMEZEA MR PPERIPEE R (0FARZ00EAFEHD

Korean Democratization (1987) IMF Economic Crisis (1997) * Establishment of gender ministry (2001)
EHE R4k (1987) o T2 A FRAT PRI PSR
5IEMEFFfEpl

1980s 1990s | 20005




2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement &
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1980s

* Organizing women's rights and democracy movements
against military dictatorship
HIR AT EE

Establishing diverse progressive women’s organizations (1980s-1990s)

SRR iz
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Feminist
engagements

e,

=N ESS5

I E R BRI R 1830

& (80FEA—90FAR)

1990s 20005

* Demanding the advancement of legal/policy frameworks for gender equality

EORBUR ) e v/ BURMERR, etttk m] 55

* Demanding the institutionalization of gender equality in government agencies

EORFEBUG B BOLIE A FED A
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2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement &

Growing Influence of neoliberalism

BT H B SCH B AR

Bzl *

Global Metoo Movement (2017)
4 FKkMetooizz]) (2017 )
Global Covid-19 Pandemic (2020-2022)

Global
£ FR SIRBIEIIRAT (2020-2022 )
Nat’l
5

2 Consecutive Conservative Government (2008-2016)

S JERFEBUR (2008-2016 )

Impeachment of the president Park Guen-Hye(2017)

SEZNFMERE MG (2017 )

Korea Metoo Movement (2018~)

5 [E f IMetooiz3)) ( 45T20184F )

Anti-Feminist backlashes & the president Yoon Seok-yeol
(2022) [z ZA H)5EEN [ AN EF 5 1 S St

20005 20105

120205
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2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement &

20005 20105 20205 |
* Demanding women’s participation in politics and decision- * Transforming social norms to narrowing gaps between law
making and practice
ER S 5EaHIRE BT, Fa/ AL SEER 2R
* Advocating for women as agents of change for inclusive * Accelerating substantive gender equality
development 18 R HEAE MR K BREAREA WS R E X BRSPS
* Advocating emerging agendas
Feminist (B FHRBE
engagements

TUREXESS
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Strategies of women's groups for the abolishment of the “Hoju” system

CAH R 7 R SREX I SRS
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2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement &

s Diverse street rallies and petitions calling for the abolishment of the “Hoju” (male-oriented
family registry system) (abolished in 2005)
SRACIETSREE PG, EORERR “ P M7 (UM ABRKX AR KEE L

R, 20054 ) G \
+¢* Broadening networks with lawyers, media, influencers, government officials, politicians, et \\/‘“¢ J/
AR, . LT, U AR A P T 2 o % AgK

1Y =
. : . e . LA S ) [
+»* Campaigns for increasing the number of women politicians in the National Assembly ‘ 5510101/

SHEBNFE R 2 AR 2 A B N EL

+¢* The use of international mechanisms (CEDAW)

A Bl GHIBEZR )
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2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement &

Women's groups’ strategies for the adoption of the gender quota system

AL S (R i3 SEBR M 7 A FEE ) SRS

s Establishing the civil society coalitions consisting of more than 300 organizations

FE T

[ 300 MNMHZIM R B AL e A

+ Agenda-making by organizing seminars, submitting petitions to the parliament, and

lobbying the party leaders

IS ZH 2
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2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement 5§ & {0 % iz 7)) & 52

Women'’s groups’ strategies for the adoption of the gender quota system

SR e P AT O SR (80)

¢ Making the list of prospective female candidates for party nominations in the 2004

A EH R R

general election

¢ The use of UN mechanisms (CEDAW) and the global trends on affirmative actions
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2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement 5§ & {0 % iz 7)) & 52

a\ﬂ‘D NATIONS

Women'’s groups’ key strategies for the creation of the gender ministry (2001) FOLRTH WORLO CoNeRRengs

O\ NOw

LTRHS S RIS MREDT (2001) SRFH IS FEUNG 415 SPTENIR 1
ST
¢ The use of UN mechanisms and global feminist waves : Beijing International . & \_,:,
Women’s Conference(1995) and the gender mainstreaming e  - - \’:' q, ‘\.;..1’

MIFHPCA EA LS 2B ZAORE]: ALt A a0k e (1995)
AOA ] 3 I

s Lobbying the political parties about the necessity of a ministry for

implementing women-related laws and policies which have been rapidly
developed in 1990s

MU T [ L —ANERT], RV S0 aaitlid ke 5 otk
PN R ENE S




2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement & [E 19773z
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* Rapid increase in the political participation of women (2000-2004) : Adoption of gender quota system

AL SBEER (2000-2004) .

e Asof2023 &j1F2023

e S 2R

* The proportion of women politician in the Nat’l Assembly : 19%

Municipal councils: 14.8%, local council:

/— \ A}
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2. Brief history of Korean women’s movement 5 [E {0 2, ia 3/ 8] 52
Role of women'’s activism in the development of law & policies for the past 30 years I E =4 B BUash s BRI P 5 m I EA

Times Major changes to laws and policies

fif 1] EEREBORRE R

« Enactment and Revision of Equal Employment Act(1989, 1995, 2001~) « (FELMV-PEE) BMifm5&9] (1989, 1995, 2001~)

1989 e Revision of Civil Law(1989) : Equal Inheritance Rights of Family Property BT (R¥E) (1989): #ME T FKEW = K& 4k A&

1990 * Enactment and Revision of Child-care Act (1990 and 2003) MARFET CJLELREEY (1990,2003)

e Enactment of Act on the Punishment of Sexual Assault Crimes and

Protection of Victims thereof WAn (PR IIRANED
1995 * Basic Act on Women'’s Development = Basic Act on Gender Equality . (ETBREAE) S  (FHETPAIAE) (2015)

1993

(2015)
;882- * Rapid development of Gender Quotas in Political Acts o PEREEMBIEBUSER P AR PUE KR
5004 . I(E::\iarrc]:’;rsnent of Act on the Punishment of Sex Trafficking and Procurement . BT CHEE IR
2005 * Amendment of Civil Law: Abolishment of “Hoju” system e BT (B¥Y , K “PE” 4
2018 « Framework Act on Prevention of Violence against Women o BHiIbEE BRI HIREZE S
2019 « The Constitutional Court ruled the abortion ban “unconstitutional” o ZEEERRIEE, ZIFFBEBHIER “EHBR”
2018 : 2385 rﬁicc;nmoefn!cecica Ilzgrg;/i/sriZIr;ZyOR; r:Ieir\:\?osri:l:)ar: ;reirr:jirsr—based violence ) ﬁﬁ??&\f_@?ﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ@ﬁiﬁﬂ% S
~2020 « fEMetooiz3Z 5, HEHERT 14 IIHER/BURIES

after the Metoo movement



3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement 254 A FERIIE B H

e 2008-2016: During the period of the two conservative governments, women’s

policies were deteriorated and the space for civil society was shrunk
W JER ST BUNSBOHIE], ZBURS, A RAta2S A 480
e 2016 : Candlelight Civil Movement M1t RAGZE S

e 2017 : President Park Geun-Hye was impeached and the “feminist” President

Moon Jae-in took office
FMERE S SGg S, “NEN" EEES T

e 2018: the Metoo movement and the growing influence of young feminist

activism
Metooiz 3/ A4 Ze AN F= N 3 s G
e 2022:the “anti-feminist” Yoon Seok-yeol took office

“IRTA” HFeR IR G

b




3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement

Growing influence of (young) feminist activism

(since 2017~ 2021) (4E%2) 2T X EBNHIEHT

Metoo movement: Establishment of gender equality-dedicated
division in 8 government ministries, advances in laws/policies on
gender—based violence

Metooizafj: 7E/\ N BURERI TS L R/ R FEERI A
=, HEHERTHERIRIIRNER/BUR

The constitutional court ruled that the abortion ban was
unconstitutional in 2019

ZRVEVERE 2019 E 3 gt 1 BE iGIE S
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Growing backlashes [z 3311

= Young male political leaders who have claimed that men are the
targets of “reverse discrimination”

FRrBAHBIFER BT RS

= Crimes of false accusation of sexual violence

B SRR TR IETE

" |ncreasing attentions of media and positions to so-called “men’s
rights groups” and a fictional frame of “gender-conflict, gender-war

(between men and women)

KRB “IEAUHLR” MEBHR) “PERlrR, FLohs”

IV R BTERTS

ARSI




Yoon Seok-yeol government (May 2022.")
FHBUT (20225E5H 45 )

- No.1 promise : abolishment of the gender ministry

BEA U DU RS A BT

*»» No reasonable backgrounds & #1580 & FEFE

3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement

% Harmful effects if the plan is realized 11X/ — B SZHL NG EE

¢ Strong resistances from the women’s groups : the provision on the

abolishment of the gender ministry was finally not included in the

passed bill on government reorganization (Feb, 2023)

CHRUH R RER R M SR B BRI

i oy G |
ka4

BRI DI BUFHLERZR 2 H (2023921 )

KSR VFERIE ST

T mve  FPESBGEFH TR R LR E SCRE Kk

South Korea's Yoon Suk-yeol Used Anti-Feminism to Win ...

Yoon called for the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family to be abolished, and
accused its officials of treating men like “potential sex...

1 day ago

“BREQ” . “REMENE 7 H
® Thecuardian  IBEHEE G, MAHTEFERH B E

‘Devastated’: gender equality hopes on hold as ‘anti-
feminist’ voted South Korea's president

The election of an avowed “anti-feminist” as the next president of South Korea
has been greeted with dismay amid accusations Yoon Suk-yeol...

3 hours ago

B) The Diplomat  fz 2 AR = AN E 1) B GL ik B
Anti-Feminism and South Korea's Presidential Election

Meanwhile, both of the main candidates, the PPP's Yoon Suk-yeol and the
Democratic Party's Lee Jae-myung, pushed anti-feminist messages,...

1 day ago

G TR TR, AL EX
WRET RN B5

South Korea elects new Bitcoin-friendly president, who
blames feminism for low birth rates

F Fortune

South Korea elects new Bitcoin-friendly president, who blames feminism ... the
leader of South Korea's People Power Party, Yoon Suk-yeol,...

1 day ago



3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement I AN FERIZ B

The strategies of women’s movement to stop the abolishment plan of the gender ministry

TGS B APRAE PS50 2R BEER R E Y SR

* Established the Korean CSO coalition network (over 900 organizations)

ST E 2 AL 2RSS (o0 ML W2 )

* Organized diverse groups who support for the agendas (scholars, human rights activists, labor unions, etc.)
MY RAZURIERALLRE (. ARUEED# . 37 THY)

* Organized several nation-wide rallies and online petition campaigns

M| 2 e ETERESAL EiFE RS

Visited the offices of parliamentarians in every SMDs (Single-member districts)

FEV] TR IR X UR TP A




3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement I AN FERIZ B

The strategies of women’s movement to stop the abolishment plan of the gender ministry

TR F N RAE RS AN S RE R R SR (52)

* Conducted diverse gender —awareness campaigns in society
HA P M SRt ias)
* International Solidarity 4= FK 4145
** Used the international mechanisms (CEDAW, BPfA)
AR ERRLE GHBEZER RS, AEATahE) D
¢ Organized the joint statement by international NGOs
5 EFRIEBURFH A R R
¢ Publicized the int’l articles criticizing the Yoon’s anti-feminist policies

71 o _E R SCEE PP T IBUR I R BB
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3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement I Z BN FERIE B S

The current Yoon government’s anti-feminist policy visions (20227)

HAEBUR I S 2 BUBCR H R (2022445 )

** See women as the tool for the population policy or passive groups of beneficiaries or victims

M SN BRI TR BGE THAR S an NEE N

”

¢ Deleted the terms of “women”, “gender equality” and “diversity” in policy frameworks and school

textbooks §
FEBURREZEAZE MR “ZctE” o “MHnlrae” M “Zoei” Bais




3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement I AN FERIZ B

The current Yoon government’s anti-feminist policy visions (20227)

HAFEUR B S LRI 2 H AR ( 2022445 )

+¢* Canceled the plan to revise the criminal code to define rape based on consent and the law on family to

embrace diverse types of family
BOH TIVESME IR, ASRiZiH TR, “AFE” & X onitde (RUEAEAER T
W s RIRASFEIT IR0 2 oA R BESR AL IR 2 A

¢ Promised to revise the law to strengthen penalties on crimes of false accusation of sexual violence

S

A IR R

R TRIEHETA

¢ “Structural gender discrimination does not exist”: The big gap between law and practice is not well

recognized

RIAEGHPERPERIEAN « JER A NRB RIS 2 17 E A2




3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement IS RN FERIE SIS

Yoon government’s anti-civil society/human rights policy visions (2022~)

BAEEUR R~ Bt/ NI REBCEE 25

[ p— i

+¢* Breakdown of a collaborative governance system between the government and the civil society
WA T IBUR AN A IR = SRR B

+¢* Crackdown on labor unions
AR

+¢* Threatening of civil rights such as freedom of expression and assembly

6. EIE B BRES B BRA RBCH|

+* Large-scale monitoring on project subsidies provided to CSOs in the previous government

KA PAEBUR R 2~ RAL S R HITR B 4D

¢ Under the neoliberalism policy vision, human rights values are being framed as “not fair” (quotas for social minority groups,
women’s policies)

(BB B B HREEES N, ABUMER SR S “AR P OO R ARRIECEL. 0B850




3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement IS BNFERZBISH

Current situations in Korea

55 [ PR

+»* Rapid development in legal and policy systems in more than 30 years

BRI

UK

+¢* Strong women'’s activism

SR AL T Y

& 30REF

+* the highest gender wage gap, glass-ceiling index among OECD countries, WEF Gender Gap Index : 99th out of
146 countries (2022)

EL G HL R
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3. Current dynamics of women’s agendas and movement IS BGNFERIE B

Backlash and regressive waves
S HER YR

¢ People often mistake ‘the establishment of law/policy on gender equality’ as the ‘complete realization of gender

equality’
MATE ROy “FEiRa/ BUR N Wi S8l 1 o 4E

** Politicians are actively using the anti-feminism sentiments for their own political purposes

A T & R I 2op 3 X 48 S B 2 EGE H Y

¢ Regressive policy trends on gender equality and human rights under the current regime

IR BURAENE TS5 A TH 3 T30t




4. Points for thoughts J1 = 8%

< Who takes power affects gender equality policies. T 354X J12 5 M M B FEE R

¢ The conservative governments: (progressive) feminist organizations are not recognized as governance partners and the civil

space itself is threatened.

RFIRBUR: AN (BEBHD ZBEHZGe BURG G TRk RE, 2 Bk Ta) 52 21 b

¢ The (comparatively) progressive governments: feminist issues have not been necessarily considered priorities

CEEBO HEPIBUR: AT AR 2 L5

» the adoption of anti-discrimination law and the LGBT rights
RIAEAR R S BAE, 4P LGBTRHAIAUH

» sexual violence cases against young female workers by the local governments heads from the progressive parties

D IR T BURF Lo - o St E B T S F

5 B 40 A
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WORLD + SOUTH KOREA

n Suk-yeol Capitalized on

‘s Yoo .
How South Koreas 10 I to Win the Presidency

Anti-Feminist Backlas

accused of sex Crimes -



4. Points for thoughts J | /E%

* Gender equality in East Asia and feminist activisms
RV X PR SR L BUES
* China, Taiwan (China), Japan, Hong Kong SAR, South Korea
HE. GEHX. HE, FBREX. &
¢ Economically well developed, not ODA recipient countries
ZBr KRS, AFBURIT KRB IR E
¢ Low birth rates, aging society
(REAER, Zikftts
+¢* Patriarchal cultural values and severe gender-based discrimination
AR AR G e AR B,
* Asian feminism vs East —Asian feminist movement
WIH LA FE X SR E LB EZ3]
e Challenges and possibilities in international solidarity

R o 1 45 5 T R BB AT R e
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TJowards stronger East-Asian Feminist Solidarity ! 7V L X 7 X Z 314
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Kyungjin Oh

Korea Women's Associations United (KWAU)
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kj106302@gmail.com / gensec@women21.or.kr
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