
 

 

U.S.-ASIA LAW INSTITUTE 

VISITING SCHOLAR APPLICATION  

INSTRUCTIONS 

2017-2018 

About the Program: The U.S.-Asia Law Institute hosts a small number of outstanding 

foreign research scholars from Asia each year. Our Visiting Scholars include judges, prosecutors, 

lawyers, legal journalists, and legislators, as well as academics. Scholars are able to audit classes 

at NYU, use the NYU library and other resources and attend events at NYU while pursuing their 

own research goals and contributing to Institute research and projects. Our semi-monthly 

Visiting Scholar Workshop Series provides an opportunity for Visiting Scholars to share their 

work with experts from various fields. All Visiting Scholars are expected to participate in 

Institute events and to share the results of their research with the faculty, staff and other scholars 

at the Institute. 

 

The application process is described below. 

 

 Eligibility: Although we welcome applicants from all backgrounds, preference is given to 

those whose research aligns with the Institute’s projects and work. In particular, we are 

interested in applicants studying Wrongful Convictions, International Law, Criminal 

Procedure Law, and Human Rights. You can find further information about our projects 

and grants work here.  

 

 Fees: Each accepted Visiting Scholar will be required to pay a non-refundable fee of 

$2,500 for a stay of up to six months and $5,000 for up to one year. This fee defrays a 

portion of the administrative costs for this program. Absent extraordinary circumstances 

detailed below, this fee will not be waived. The fee will be submitted via bank transfer 

prior to issuing a visa.  

 

 Additional Financial Requirements: Before NYU can issue a J-1 visa sponsorship 

document, we are required by the U.S. Government to verify that each incoming Visiting 

Scholar has adequate funding to maintain a reasonable standard of living in the New 

York area. All applicants must show proof of funding of $2,000 per month plus an 

additional $600 per month for a significant other and $350 per month per child. Visiting 

Scholars are responsible for securing their own housing.  

 

The deadline for the applications for the 2017-2018 Visiting Scholar is academic year is 

February 10, 2017. 

 

 

http://usali.org/new-page/


Directions for 2016-2017 Visiting Scholar Application 

Name: 

Please provide your first (given) name and last (surname). 

Mailing Address: 

Please provide your international mailing address to where we can mail important documents. Be 

sure to include apartment number and zip code. 

Phone Number:  

Please include the country code in front of your phone number, if you are an international 

applicant. 

Starting Dates at USALI: 

Please provide the ideal date which you would like to begin the program at USALI. This does 

not have to be the exact date which you might potentially arrive, but close enough to give us a 

sense of your total time commitment. 

Ending Dates at USALI: 

Similarly, an exact date is not necessary, just a general time frame of your departure.  

Number of Years of Formal English Study: 

Please include the cumulative number of years spent studying English in primary and secondary 

school, college, etc. 

Source of funds during your time at USALI: 

Visiting Scholars must demonstrate that they have sufficient liquid assets to cover tuition and 

living expenses for their entire academic program at NYU, by submitting supporting financial 

documentation described below. Supporting documents may include but are not limited to:  

 

 Personal funds, a current financial statement, printed on letterhead and signed by a bank 

official, dated within six months.  

 A personal loan, a pre-approval letter confirming amount for which the loan is approved.  

 An individual sponsor, the OGS Financial Support Agreement (section D of the form) plus a 

bank statement and/or letter from employer confirming annual salary and sponsor's position. 

(The sponsor's annual salary should be at least 3 times the amount of money they are providing 

to the student).  

 An organizational sponsor, a copy of an award letter from a sponsoring organization specifying 

the amount of the award, its duration, and the terms of renewal, or  

 For free room and board, a letter from the sponsor and supporting documentation showing they 

are capable of providing free room and board.  

 All financial documentation must be in English or have certified English translations attached 

to the original.  



Research Proposal: 

The research proposal is limited to 1000 words. We require a detailed research proposal that 

describes research questions, the methodology to be utilized, the expected results of the work, 

and the projected contribution to the field of inquiry. The title of the proposal should indicate 

fully the nature of the research project.  

USALI as a relevant setting for research: 

There are many institutes and legal centers for which you to conduct legal research. Why 

specifically are you interested in USALI and NYU? 500 word maximum.   

Long-range goals:  

We desire your time at USALI to be as useful and practical as possible. What do you wish to 

accomplish with your studies? Why? 500 word maximum. 

University Transcripts, Curriculum Vitae, Letters of Recommendation, Published and 

unpublished articles:  

*Documents must be submitted in ONE PDF and in the following order 

 

(1) University Transcripts: Please provide university transcripts for ALL institutes you have 

studied at. 

(2) Curriculum vitae: The curriculum vitae of applicants must contain complete information on 

academic institutions, honors, and/or awards, and all professional experience (current and 

previous including dates of employment and job descriptions). 

 

(3) Letters of recommendation: We request 2 letters of reference/recommendation. They should 

not exceed one page in length and should be on official letterhead. The letters of 

recommendation should be from academics or legal professionals that can speak authoritatively 

on the applicant's abilities, specifically as they relate to the applicant's research 

proposal.  Electronic recommendations should be in the form of a PDF, signed by the person 

writing the letter. 

 

(4) Published and unpublished articles: Your collection of published and unpublished articles 

cannot exceed more than 10 pages in length. Please list other notable publications in your CV.  

Personal Statement 

You may also submit a separate personal statement of no more than two pages to tell us more 

about yourself. We receive applications from many exceptional scholars and practitioners, and 

we encourage you to take this opportunity to show us how you might provide a different 

perspective from other applicants. What are your intellectual and professional aspirations? In 

what ways do you think a research stay at USALI would influence your thinking and work in 

the future? (1 page maximum) 



Signed Affidavit 

To be considered for the USALI fee waiver, prospective Visiting Scholars who would like to 

be considered for a waiver of the administrative fee must submit a signed affidavit justifying 

why the administrative fee should be waived. (1 page maximum) 

Financial Hardship Information 

To be considered for the USALI fee waiver, applicants must submit documentation of financial 

assets (i.e., last two years of your income tax return, translated into English) justifying the 

request for the fee waiver. Please note that submitting these materials does not guarantee that 

the administrative fee will be waived. Waiver requests are granted on a very limited basis. 

Requests for fee waivers made after arrival in the U.S. cannot be considered. 

 

 

If you have any questions about the application process, please email usali.nyu@gmail.com  

 

 

 

mailto:usali.nyu@gmail.com

